Bién Dong sé la van dé tranh cai hang dau

To The Nation ctia Thai Lan hom 22/3 da cho dang mdt bai xa luén, trong
d6 nhén dinh rang ‘sém mudn, van dé bién Pong cling thay thé Mién Dién,

tré thanh thach thic 16n nhat cia ASEAN dudi sy 1anh dao cia Viét Nam’.
Nhat bdo duoc coi la hang dau ctia Théi Lan (;(‘)n cho rr:ing ké tir }(hi nham
churc chu tich luan phién ctia Hiép hoi cac quoc gia Bong Nam A

‘ 5 (ASEAN - Association of Southeast Asia Nations), Viét Nam t6 ra ‘kin

ddo’ va ‘khéng d6i dau’ khi  gidi quyét tinh hinh chinh tri tai Mién Dién.
VIETNAM 2010 To bao nay cing danh gid rang ‘mot sang kién méi Ve Mién Pién, dic biét
1a trudc cudc tuyén cir sap t6i, sé khé c6 thé xay ra, néu khong néi 1a

khong thé’

Tra 101 phong van VOA Viét Ngit hom 23/3, Gido su Carl Thayer, mot chuyén gia vé Viét Nam cua
Hoc vién Quoc phbng Australia, cho rang ‘ASEAN s¢€ khong c6 su Iya chon va to chitc nay phai doi
mat vdi ca hai van de do’.

Ong Thayer cho biét: "Gio thi da 13 12 s& khoéng c6 mot cudce bau cir t do va cong bang & Mién Pién
nhu theo tiéu chudn ma Hoa Ky va Australia chap thuan, nén chuyén nay s€ con dai dang trong thoi
gian t6i. Trong khi d6, mac du cho rang Bién Pong 12 tranh chip nodi bd cua cdc nude, nhung van dé
nay ciing da tro thanh méi quan tim cua céc nude trong ASEAN, ma dién hinh 1a viéc cdc nudc trong
khu vuc nhu Singapore, Mi Lai (Malaysia) va Viét Nam dd mua sim tau ngﬁm con Indonesia thi dang
tinh téi viéc d6. Toi nghi d6 1a phan tmg cua cdc nude trude viée Trung Quic ting cuong kha nang hai
quan trén dao Hai Nam. Trong ba nam vira qua, tranh chap & bién Pong khong con 12 van dé song
phuong gitta Ha Noi va Bac Kinh."

Nhat bo ctia Thdi Lan ciing cho rang nim nay, ASEAN s& phai ddi phé véi van dé “cip bach’ 1a Bién
Dong. Sy thi€u hut céc bién phdp xay dung long tin gitra cdc nudc tuyén bo chu quyén ¢ cac khu vuc
tranh chap gio trd thanh ‘mot vét thuong’ trong quan h¢ ASEAN — Trung Quoc.

Theo The Nation, ‘sau 15 nam lam thanh vién cia ASEAN, Viét Nam da xac dinh duoc vi tri va thanh
thé nhu mot lyc day cho cac nudc thanh vién méi nhu Lao, Mién Dién va Campuchia’.

Nhat bdo ctiia Thai Lan ddnh gid rang viéc Trung Qudc gia ting sirc manh nhanh chéng trong pham vi
khu vyc va toan cau khién ‘bat ky cudc thdo ludn nao vé hanh dong cia ASEAN trong tuong lai s€ kho
tim duoc sy dong thuan’.

Vé van dé nay, gido su Carl Thayer cho rang di€u d6 phu thudc vao ‘tai ngoai giao’ cua Vi¢t Nam.

Ong Thayer n6i: "ASEAN 1a mét t6 chirc khu vuc ¢6 quyén tu quyét, nén ho c6 thé tu quyét dinh céc
vén dé ciia minh. Ba nuéc manh mé tuyén bd chu quyén & bién Pong trong ASEAN bao gém Viét
Nam, Phi Luat Tan (Philippines), Ma Lai, va ca mot nuéc nho hon la Brunei. Cau hoi dat ra la li¢u cdc
nude khic trong khéi ¢6 ung hd ba nudce nay nham dat dugc sy dong thuin ‘hay khong. Diéu nay c6
lién quan toi ca Mién Pién. Ha Noi kha mém mong voi Mién Dién vada dé cho nuoc nay theo dubi
nhimg myc tiéu ri€ng cua ho. Ngoai ra, ban than Mién Dién cling vap phai cac vén dé trong mdi quan
hé véi Trung Qudc. Roi con ¢6 Lao nira. Cho nén diéu d6 s& gia tang sO nudc ung ho Viét Nam. To61
nghi s& som c6 sy dong thudn, nhung van dé 1a 1am sao thic diy cdc nudc khdc tién toi muc tiéu d6."



Trong phan cudi cta bai xa luan, The Nation dat cau hoi: ‘Liéu ASEAN c6 can dam va cung tap hop
lai d¢ dam phén v6i Trung Quoc nhu khoi nay ting lam hay khong? Hay tot hon hét la gitr nguyén va
khong gay xdo dong van dé nay nhu trudc d6?

Tra 16i cho cdu hoi ndy, t& bdo cho rang Ha Noi s& ‘manh mé& dwa ra cdc bién phdp cu thé nhiam thic
day Tuyén bo chung ve ing xu cta cic bén lién quan & bien Dong (Declaration of Conduct of
Concerned Parties in South China Sea).

Vé nhén dinh nay, ong Carl Thayer n6i: "Toi timg phat b1eu tai mot cudc hoi thao vé Bién bong, quy
tu c4c chuyén gia khap thé gisi, & Ha Noi hdi ndm ngoai rang quan diém cta phia Trung Qudc 1a
ASEAN hiy tim sy dong thuan & trong khéi trude khi tiép xidc v6i Bac Kinh.

Phéan ¢mg manh m& c6 18 1a tir Indonesia khi c6 dé xut cho riang can phai tao thanh mot khéi céc nudc
ASEAN dé¢ do6i dau véi Trung Qudc trong van dé Bién Dong, va tot hon hét 1a nén cé 11 nudce (10
nudc ASEAN va Trung Quoc) tham gia dam phén.

Ngoai ra, héi nim 2002, ASEAN va Trung Qudc dat dugc Tuyén bd chung vé tng xtr ctia cdc bén lién
quan ¢ bién Dong (Declaration of Conduct of Concerned Parties in South China Sea), nhung lai khong
di toi thoa thuan vé quy tac ung xt Bién Dong, ma trén 1y thuyét, ASEAN muon dat dugc dieéu nay.

Trén cuong vi chu tich ASEAN, Viét Nam nén tim cach tai khoi dong lai dam phéan vé van dé nay voi
Trung Qudc, nham bién tuyén bd chung, vén chua hoan toan thoa mén, sang céc giai phap mang tinh
bét budc thi hanh. T6i nghi s& khé dé dat duge mot su ddng thuin cao tir ASEAN dbi voi van dé do,
nhung diéu d6 khong c6 nghia 1a khong thé. Dy 1a mot nhiém vu ngoai giao khé khan ddi voi Viét
Nam."

Nguén: The Nation, VOA's Interview

""The South China Sea will be next dispute to top Asean's agenda''
Kavi Chongkittavorn, The Nation (Thailand), 22-03-2010

Sooner or later, the South China Sea issue could replace Burma as Asean's biggest challenge under the
chairmanship of Viet Nam.

From now on Burma can confidently pursue its seven-point road map without any pressure from its
Asean peers as experienced in the previous four years under the chairs of Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand. Since assuming the Asean chair in January, Viet Nam has been discreet and
non-confrontational in taking up the Burmese political situation. Any new Asean initiative on Burma,
particularly ahead of the upcoming election, would be difficult, if not impossible.

Vietnam is one of the strongest supporters of Asean's non-interference principle. When Viet Nam
chaired Asean in 1998 for the first time, three years after admission, Ha Noi was very proud of its
record in enhancing unity and unanimity within Asean.

Rangoon's confidence in the new Asean chair has been succinct. So far, it has done nothing to assure
Asean and the international community that the first planned election in 20 years would be inclusive,
free and fair. The junta does not need to do that as it will be a fait accompli eventually anyway. The

five election laws issued last week were a shame. They banned the opposition party leader, Aung San



Suu Kyi, from taking part in the polls. As if the ban is not enough, the laws also require the National
League of Democracy to expel her from the party.

Without her participation, the election is meaningless. But that is exactly what the regime wants.

Once the election is held - completely rigged and unaccounted for as it is expected to be - sometime
this year, Asean would be the first to take note of the results and move on. The condemnation and
outcries from the international community that follow will not dent the Asean consensus. In the past
two decades, numerous campaigns against the junta leaders have not brought any change in the
Rangoon regime's behaviour and policies. Another case in point was the latest call for a tribunal for
crimes against humanity committed by the Burmese junta leaders which would in no way block the
Burmese roadmap.

It is also foreseeable that Asean could even bolster Burma post election by allowing Rangoon to host
the Asean chair - that it skipped in 2005 - next year or in 2012 when East Timor expects to join Asean.
Although its resumption is not automatic, a consensus on this issue can easily be reached under Viet
Nam's tutelage. Asean's own interest would be served now that its pariah member has become a normal
country, just completing an election like them. As such, if need be, Rangoon can now claim that the
country is ready domestically to be the Asean chair.

Washington's efforts to alter the tedious course involving further dialogue and political consultation
with Burma has not produced any desired results. Six months after a series of high-level meetings
between officials of the US and Burma, hopes are dashed for a further easing of economic sanctions.
The junta has recently turned down the planned visit of US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian
Affairs, Kurt Campbell, to Rangoon for the second time. He might be able to get permission to go
there later on.

Furthermore, Viet Nam's own political development and the grouping's mixed record of electoral
process literally shut off further initiatives, even comments, on post-election Burma. If opportunities
arise, however, the junta leaders would prefer to credit Viet Nam's leading role in Asean for playing
down Burma's crisis. In 2006, Ha Noi played a pivotal role in breaking down the EU imposed
restrictions on Burma and successfully pushed it as a member of the Asia Europe Meeting.

Unmistakably, after 15 years of Asean membership, Viet Nam has affirmed its position and prestige
for being the driving force of new members Laos, Burma and Cambodia. Asean this year will have to
deal with a more pressing issue the dispute in the South China Sea and future cooperation over it. After
the signing in 2002 of a Declaration of Conduct of Concerned Parties in South China Sea between
China and Asean in Phnom Penh, this sensitive issue has been kept under wrap for the past eight years.
Absence of progress on confidence and trust building measures among claimants in the disputed areas,
which covers Spratlys, Paracel Islands and Scarborough Shoals, has now become the biggest sore spot
in Asean-China relations.

Since 1997, Asean as a group has called for respecting the status quo of the disputed islands and
avoiding any action that would complicate the situation. But truth be told, some claimants have not
followed their promises and exercised self-restraint. They have occupied some islets and build up new
constructions. The claimants apparently do not honour the non-legal binding document. Asean and
China remain at loggerheads, as they have for the past several years, to transform this declaration into
a binding code of conduct.



Obviously, overall sentiment among the Asean claimants and non-claimants has also changed over
times. Back in March 1995, Asean was quite united against China's position over the Mischief Reefs.

Their strong joint statement jolted China's confidence and assertiveness which helped to set forth the
future direction of Asean-China engagement for the next 15 years and beyond.

As China rises rapidly in terms of regional and global clout, any discussion on the Asean future course
of action, whatever it is or may be, would no longer find uniformity. Non-claimant members such as
Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines- a claimant- prefer the current arrangement with
ongoing talks without the issue being "multilateralised" by including it in the summit's agenda. The
question is: Can Asean muster the courage and collectively negotiate with China as it used to do? Or,
is it better to keep the issue as benign as before without making a stir? As for Viet Nam's strategy
during its chair, Ha Noi will actively put forward concrete measures to implement the declaration on a
step-by-step basis, starting from feasible and less-sensitive matters, especially those contained in
Articles 5 and 6 without touching on the life and death issue involving overlapping sovereignty.

Asean's latest common position on China was the refusal to accept Beijing's eagerness to sign the
Southeast Asia Nuclear Free Zone Treaty two years ago. Asean wanted all the big five to sign it
simultaneously. In other words, Asean no longer accords preferential treatment to Beijing as it used to.
In months to come, their relations will be more business-like with more assertiveness from both sides.
Another new challenge will be the current drought along the Mekong River. China has dismissed
allegations that its series of huge dam construction has caused the water shortages in the lower Mekong
region. China and Burma will take part as dialogue partners at the summit among the Mekong riparian
countries planned for April 2-5 in Hua Hin. It could set a new benchmark between China and the
Mekong lower riparian states, which are also Asean members.



